an express to speak to my Lord Treasurer (who was his relation) to be continued in that office for the remaining part of the year. I was in the House when I received the letter, but .went presently to Wallingford House and found his lordship was gone to Wimbledon. I was forced to stay to watch his return till ten at night, and prevailed with his lordship to go that night to the King, lest others should get in before us. We found the King at the end of the long gallery at the Duchess of Portsmouth's, and the King presently granted our request; and the next clay the patent for the high sheriff was got out for the son, before it was known that the father was dead. For which trouble I had afterwards but a very indifferent return, as the sequel will manifest.
The same day the Commons voted the grant of one million to the King, to enable him to make war with the French King, for the preservation of Flanders.
February 19. The Duke of York told me that as to the government of Burlington I might depend upon it to be granted. Several gentlemen had regiments given them, as Sir Hen. Goodricke (whom I called brother from an entire friendship there was between us) and Sir Thomas Slingsby, both of this country ; but I was every whit as well content with my government, the King by the Duke's means granting me a salary of 200/. per annum, and an independent company of one hundred men to reside in the garrison.
February 27. Came news that the French King had taken Ghent and Bruges, and that Ostend was besieged ; whereupon the King caused sixteen hundred men to be presently drawn out of the Guards and his other forces here, and to be sent immediately to Ostend, under the